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Caneberries

Blackberries

ÅGrow well with summer 
ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ƳƛŘ улΩǎ

ÅThorned& thornlessvarieties

ÅErect (thorned, primocane 
bearers)

ÅSemi-erect varieties (thornless)

ÅMost varieties are floricane
bearers

Raspberries

ÅGrow & fruit best with cool 
summers &  moderate winters

ÅRed, black, purple & yellow-
fruited varieties

ÅSome red & yellow varieties are 
primocane bearers



Primocane            Floricane



Floricane-fruiting Caneberry

ÅPrimocane(1st) year
ÅCane grows

ÅFruit bud initiation begins

ÅFloricane(2nd) year
ÅBud break

ÅShort shoot growth from buds 

ÅBloom

ÅFruiting

ÅCane death



Floricane-fruiting Caneberries

Blackberry

ÅKiowa (thorned)

ÅNatchez

ÅOuachita

ÅOsage

ÅTriple Crown



Primocane-fruiting Caneberry

ÅPrimocaneyear
ÅCane grows

ÅFruit bud initiation

ÅFruiting in upper 1/3 of primocane

ÅFruiting area dies

ÅFloricaneyear
ÅBloom & fruiting in lower portion 

of cane

ÅRest of cane dies
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Erect, thornless 

varieties may 

resemble trailing 

types the 1st year

1st year

2nd year



Blackberry Disease Susceptibility

Variety                Rosette  Orange Rust  Anthracnose
Chickasaw S ? S

Choctaw S R R(?)

Kiowa S R(?)                    S

Shawnee VS R R   

Natchez R ? R(?)

Apache R(?) R(?) R(?)

Navaho R VS R(?)

Ouachita R R(?)   S

Prime Ark-45 S* R S

R = resistant R(?) = none observed S = susceptible VS  = very susceptible
* = Not an issue with primocanebearers grown for fall crop only



Functions of the Trellis

The trellis is a long-term investment.  It should be built to last the life of 
the vineyard

ÅSupport the vine and the crop

ÅExpose fruit and foliage to sunlight

ÅOpen canopy to air movement and spray penetration

ÅFacilitate ease of vineyard operations
ÅPruning, thinning, pest control, harvest



Nitrogen Applications for Blackberries
Å1st year ς
Å(~ ½ cup 10-10-10) per plant

Å30 to 60 days after planting

Å2nd year ς
Å½ to 1 cup 10-10-10 applied @ bloom

or

ÅHalf at bloom PLUS  half after floricaneharvest

Å3rd & subsequent years
Å1 to 1 ½ cup 10-10-10, single or split application



Timing of Nitrogen Applications

ÅEstablishment year
ÅDelay application until canes have emerged

ÅMaintenance
ÅSingle prebloom spring application 

OR

ÅSplit with 2nd application immediately after harvest



Postharvest Handling

ÅPerishable fruit
ÅOptimum storage temperature:   -лΦр ǘƻ лΦлɕ/

Å% relative humidity:  90 to 95

Å±Ŝƴǘƛƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜΥ   ±ŜǊȅ [ƻǿ όр ŎŦƳ ƛƴ нлΩ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊύ

ÅStorage time (days):   7 to 14
Å(source: Sydney Postharvest Laboratory & Food Science Australia

CSIRO 2001 www.publish.csiro.au)



Blackberries ςSite Preparation

ÅSoil test 1 ς8 in. & 8 ς12 in. depths
ÅLime & fertilize as suggested

ÅIncorporate organic matter in fall previous to planting if organic 
matter content of soil is low

ÅPrepare a vegetation-free strip 

4 to 6 ft. wide for rows

ÅSubsoil


