TN Organic Production Network Meeting (TN OPN)
Crabtree Farms / Green Spaces, Chattanooga, TN

10:00 am – 2:00 pm Eastern Time, June 20, 2011
Meeting Summary

I.
Attendees
David Butler


Annette Wszelaki

Heather Toler


Kim Stearman

Dharma Pitchay


Elizabeth Malayter

Rob Holland


Jon Frady

Shasta Hubbs


Tiffany Mullins

Danny Jones


Lacey Galt

Tom Stebbins


Joel Houser

Todd Trew
For a complete listing of people involved in the TN Organic Production Network, including those who were unable to attend the August 17th meeting, please see the TN OPN Roster at http://organics.utk.edu/network.htm.

II.
Welcome, Introductions, and Tour of Crabtree Farms
A. Thank you to Joel Houser for taking the group on an excellent tour!
III.
Business Meeting
A.
Summary on progress of discussed grower needs from previous meeting:
The three recurring issues for organic growers in TN discussed at the previous meeting were food safety, access to inputs, and farm loans.

Food Safety – The Food Safety Modernization Act was signed into law on January 4 with the exemption for small farms intact. A complete understanding of implications of the law is not known at this time. Regulations should be drafted by mid-2012 to early 2013.
Access to Inputs – The TN Farmers CoOp has hired Andriana Lamb, who is currently acting as a liaison between the CoOp and Organic Farmers in TN.  Andriana is working on ways to get the word out to growers about what organic inputs the CoOp is already carrying and to educate CoOp employees about their organic product line. Andriana provided a list of Organic Inputs that the CoOp already carries for dissemination.

Loans – The FSA is doing the best that they can to provide organic growers with loans, but are still in the data gathering phase.

B.
Brainstorming of new ideas to meet grower needs
Meeting participants broke into small groups and brainstormed ideas to meet the  needs listed below.  Ideas were then presented to the whole group.  

CoOps (getting word out about existing Organic Inputs) – Many felt that it would be helpful to have some sort of article in the Cooperator Magazine outlining the Organic Inputs they already carry.  Additionally, a sign or some other method of enhanced in-store visibility of their existing Organic Inputs is needed.  Internal training of CoOp employees is needed to educate on what Organic Agriculture is, what Organic Inputs they carry, etc.

NRCS-EQIP (available grants for growers) - Word needs to get out to growers, NRCS field staff, and Extension Agents about what’s out there and available.  Additionally, growers often need help with the complicated application process.
WildCard – A number of different issues that were on TNOPN member’s minds were brought up in a “Wildcard” brainstorming session; these included access to equipment, more discussion about grower inputs, and more.
To view the list of ideas in its entirety, please access it from: organics.utk.edu/network.htm 


C.
Program Briefings


1. Producers and Industry 



I. Producer concerns
a. With the growth of CNG and other names that indicate “almost organic”, how do growers distinguish between themselves and their neighbors at Markets?
b. The paperwork for grants and becoming certified Organic is intimidating.  Growers need more help with it.

2. Policy and Legislative Issues at State and National Level –TN Farm Bureau



I. TN Farm Bureau

a. There is now a Facebook page for the TN Farm Bureau.  Policy issues can be brought up there now too.

b. There have been zoning issues for agritourism and direct marketing.  Some view them as commercial rather than agricultural ventures.

3. Department of Agriculture Programs – USDA NRCS, USDA FSA, TN Dept of Ag




I. TDA, TAEP

a. The TAEP application period has just finished.

- Approvals will be announced on September 1.

- Approved projects have until May 1, 2012 for completion.

b. Organic Certification Cost Share funding is still available from the USDA -- covers 75% of Certification costs up to $750.




II. NRCS

a. Interested in hearing other practices that growers may be interested in for cost-sharing.
III. FSA

a. There is currently a class action lawsuit for female and hispanic farmers, if they felt they were mishandled by the USDA.
b. Storm cleanup, repair, and rebuilding is still underway.

- Dollars are available to help producers (there’s not a quick turnaround on the money though)

- Documentation is important

c.    There is a livestock indemnity program available – if the animals died         due to a disaster event, there’s assistance available.

4. UT, TSU, TN Tech




I. University of Tennessee
a. Fumigant alternatives
b. Reduced Tillage

c. Sod based rotations

d. Water catchment from high tunnels

e. On-farm project at Skipping Rock Dairy




II. Center for Profitable Agriculture
a. There are new publications - available on their website, in County offices, or by contacting the CPA directly.

- Direct marketing channels

- CSA’s

- Merchandising considerations

- Guide to pricing

- Guide to pick your own operations

b. Update on Direct Marketing $
III. Tennessee Tech University

a.     Water’s Farm is no longer affiliated with TTU.  Operations have moved to Shipley Farm 2 miles from campus.  It’s about 6 acres transitioning to Organic.




IV. Tennessee State University

a. Container production of organic blackberries and sun flowers.

b. Some vegetables are being grown on the main campus farm.

c. There is a training session on organic transplants planned for December.
